
NISSEQUOGE RIVER STATE PARK MASTER PLAN
Phase II Virtual Public Information Meeting
October 27, 2021

NISSEQUOGE RIVER STATE PARK MASTER PLAN



NRSP Master Plan Phase II Virtual Public Information Meeting 
27 October, 2021

MEETING AGENDA 
Team Presentations
Discussion and Feedback
Next Steps



NRSP Master Plan Phase II Virtual Public Information Meeting 
27 October, 2021

STARR WHITEHOUSE

Lead Consultant

Landscape Architecture & Planning

Office of Parks, Recreation and 

Historic Preservation 

(OPRHP)

State Historic 

Preservation Office

(SHPO)

Building Conservation 
Associates, Inc. (BCA)
Historic Preservation

Hartgen Archeological 
Associates, Inc 
Archaeology

Cashin Associates
Site Engineering

Bay Environmental 
Environmental

Analysis

PROJECT TEAM



NRSP Master Plan Phase II Virtual Public Information Meeting 
27 October, 2021

PHASE I SURVEY DATA + SITE ANALYSIS

CIRCUL ATION

SITE HISTORY + BUILDING STRATEGY

EARLY MASTER PL AN CONCEPTS



NRSP Master Plan Phase II Virtual Public Information Meeting 
27 October, 2021

PROJECT SCHEDULE



NRSP Master Plan Phase II Virtual Public Information Meeting 
27 October, 2021

SURVEY DATA



NRSP Master Plan Phase II Virtual Public Information Meeting 
27 October, 2021

SURVEY DATA



NRSP Master Plan Phase II Virtual Public Information Meeting 
27 October, 2021

The team heard three themes emerge from engagement 
that are corroborated by public survey data:   

HISTORY

Preser vat ion,  programming,  and 
interpretat ion

HEALTH

Recreat ion,  educat ion and community 
we l lness

HABITAT

Conser vat ion,  restorat ion,  and connect ion

TACONY 
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SURVEY FINDINGS - EMERGING THEMES
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EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS
ASSETS / OPPORTUNITIES

Unsurpassed v iew of  Long Is land Sound

Easy  access  to  the  Nissequogue R iver  w i th 
water f ront  access ,  kayak launch and mar ina

Unique h is tor y  that  can be  incorporated into 
park ’s  ident i ty

Success ional  forests  deve lop ing  at  var ious  s tages 
of  matur i ty

Large  open areas  ava i lab le  for  ne ighborhood 
park  ameni t ies  such as  tot  lots ,  dog runs ,  and 
recreat ional  areas

CONSTRAINTS

The park  lacks  a  cohes i ve  c i r cu lat ion network

There  are  major  safety  i ssues  for  pedestr ians  at 
act i ve  road cross ings

Open sapces  and habi tats  are  f ragmented by 
unused roads  and park ing  areas

L imited recreat ional  fac i l i t i es  for  res idents  of  a l l 
ages  and abi l i t i es

Former  bu i ld ings  no longer  ser ve  the i r  or ig ina l 
purpose  and requ i re  extens i ve  resources  to 
s tab i l i ze ,  remove  or  re-purpose
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PHASE I SURVEY DATA + SITE ANALYSIS

CIRCULATION

SITE HISTORY + BUILDING STRATEGY

EARLY MASTER PL AN CONCEPTS
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CIRCULATION ANALYSIS: EXISTING SYSTEMS
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 +  Park lacks a cohesive 
circulation network

 +  Park open spaces are 
fragmented by roads

 +  Parking areas unclear in 
relation to park activities

 +  Safety issues at crossings

 +  Lacks accessible routes

SOURCES: NYS OPRHP, NYS DOT,  NYS ITS, Suffolk 
County GIS, Town of Smithtown, Cashin Associates, 
P.C.

KEY FINDINGS
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KEY FINDINGS

+   3 major roads (St. Johnland,  
Old Dock Road, and Kings Park 
Boulevard dissect the park into 5 
pieces)

+   Safety isses at crossings

+   Lacks accessible routes
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Smithtown 
founded

The Nesaquake 
inhabited the area 
now occupied by 
the Nissequogue 
River State Park. 

The Society of St. 
Johnland for the 
Poor established

Kings County Farm and 
Asylum established for 
mental health treatment. 

Acquisition of 
Farm Asylum for 
State Hospital

Kings Park Boulevard is 
constructed under state 
leadership.

The Veterans’ Memorial 
Hospital Unit is built 
following WWI. 

32 buildings demolished 
and operations consolidated 
into new large buildings. 

Reached peak 
population of 
10,065 patients

Hospital closed

Nissequogue 
River State Park 
established. 

1665 1869 1884 1895 1900 1919 1945 1954 1996 2000

SITE TIMELINE
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Growth of 
KINGS COUNTY FARM ASYLUM & 
KINGS PARK STATE HOSPITAL

Buildings Existing 
in 1884

Buildings Built for Farm 
Asylum,1884-1895

Buildings Built After State 
Acquisition,1895-1919

Dairy Farm, 1913

Potato Harvest, 1917 Men’s Fitness Class

Kings Park Boulevard, 1905

1884-1919 FARM ASYLUM & STATE ACQUISITION
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Growth of 
KINGS PARK STATE HOSPITAL

Buildings Existing 
in 1919

VMHU Built,
1919-1927
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1919-1945
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VMHU Construction, 1920s

VMHU Dedication, 1927

1919 -1945 INTERWAR EXPANSION
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Growth of 
KINGS PARK STATE HOSPITAL & 
KINGS PARK PSYCHIATRIC CENTER

Buildings existing 
in 1996

Buildings built,
1946-1996

Buildings removed,
1946-1996

Building 7, 1966

Deterioration and Removal, 1970 Deterioration and Removal, 1970

1946-1996 POSTWAR CONSOLIDATION
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1947-2020: SITE EVOLUTION

2020 AERIAL SHOWING EXTENT OF BUILDING DEMOLITIO1947 AERIAL AT HEIGHT OF HOSPITAL OPERATION
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RE-PHOTOGRAPHY: SITE EVOLUTION

KINGS PARK BOULEVARD KINGS PARK BOULEVARD DOCTOR’S COTTAGES (95-99)
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1910s

2021

1930s

2020

1932

2007

FIREHOUSE (BUILDING 83)

RE-PHOTOGRAPHY: BUILDING EVOLUTION

LAUNDRY (BLDG 5) FIREHOUSE  (BLDG 83) YORK HALL (BLDG 80)
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THEN
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MASTER PLAN - EARLY LANDSCAPE CONCEPT
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The historic buildings and expansive landscape of the Waterside 
Cultural District will anchor the park geographically, culturally, and 
financially.  Easy to reach by vehicle and offering unsurpassed views of 
the Long Island Sound, this hilltop ensemble can be re-oriented as a 
hospitality venue for weddings, conferences, and special events.  The 
reconfigured landscape will include extroverted spaces for large events, 
as well as more introverted garden rooms for intimate gatherings.  The 
backdrop of a waterfront landscape with an expanded network of trails 
and opportunities for waterfront recreation will provide another draw 
to this already compelling location.

WATERSIDE CULTURAL DISTRICT VISION
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WATERSIDE CULTURAL DISTRICT GOALS
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WATERSIDE CULTURAL DISTRICT GOALS
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WATERSIDE CULTURAL DISTRICT POTENTIAL ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS
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BOTANICAL DISTRICT VISION

The gardenesque hilltop of the Botanical District will stretch towards 
band of woodlands leading to the water’s edge.  These areas will 
provide connections to hiking trails and expanded opportunities for 
bird watching.

The restored Director’s House, set among perennial meadows and 
accentuated with ornamental plantings, will provide a peaceful, 
elegant place to dine after a day on the water, or before attending 
an evening theater performance at York Hall. Community gardens 
and horticultural programming will promote park stewardship while 
ensuring this portion of the park is activate in all seasons.

Weekend and night time performances at 
the reenvisioned York Hall will support 
community events, local performance 
artists, and traveling theatrical 
productions, attracting visitors from the 
broader region to this historic venue. 
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BOTANICAL DISTRICT GOALS
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BOTANICAL DISTRICT POTENTIAL ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS
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PASTORAL CORE VISION

This expansive open space, offering orchestrated views of the Long 
Island Sound, offers nearly 60 acres of gently sloping pastoral 
parkland to support passive activities such as picnicking, frisbee, and 
open space events. Surrounded by stately shade trees and a network 
of pedestrian and cylist trails, the Pastoral Core will offer an inspiring 
canvas providing endless opportunities for park visitors to gather, 
recreate, and take in the scenery, complementing the more densely-
programmed areas to the north and south.

Overnight visitors to the park will enjoy staying in renovated cottages 
with easy access to the waterfront activities, dining in the Botanical 
District, and performances at York Hall.  
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GOALSPASTORAL CORE
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PASTORAL CORE POTENTIAL ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS
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NORTH WOODS DISTRICT VISION

With rolling wooded terrain that gives way to a hilltop meadow, the 
North Woods will be a destination for park visitors seeking family-
friendly hiking trails with rewarding views. The ashfill will become a 
destination for quiet contemplation; a place to reflect on both the 
institutional history of the park and the beauty of the waterfront. 

An equestrian facility will offer an exciting alternative way to enjoy 
the trails of Nissequogue River State Park; riding lessons and equine 
therapy will keep this park district active in all four seasons. The 
acquisition of the St. Johnland parcel would promise the expansion 
of the park’s perimeter to connect with Sunken Meadow State Park, 
benefitting visitors to both parks. 

Across Old Dock Road, a seasonal market 
space will serve as unique park destination, 
supporting local businesses while 
celebrating the rich agricultural history of 
the site.
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NORTH WOODS DISTRICT GOALS
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NORTH WOODS DISTRICT POTENTIAL ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS
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At the formal entrance to the park, the South Gate Recreation 
District will offer ballfields, play areas, and other opportunities for 
active recreation to serve the neighboring schools and surrounding 
communities. The district will cater to athletes and spectators alike; 
walking trails will connect ballfields, and a perimeter fitness loop trail 
with equipment stations will provide individuals opportunities to train 
in a structured outdoor environment. Trailheads will guide visitors to 
the park’s waterfront, meadow district, and perimeter loop trails, and 
provide information on nearby transit stops and other community 
destinations.  

SOUTH GATE RECREATION AREA VISION
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SOUTH GATE RECREATION AREA GOALS
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SOUTH GATE RECREATION AREA POTENTIAL ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS
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BREAKOUT ROOMS
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MASTER PLAN - EARLY LANDSCAPE CONCEPT 1: NORTH WOODS

2: SOUTH GATE

3: PASTORAL CORE + BUILDINGS

4. BOTANICAL DISTRICT + BUILDINGS

5. WATERSIDE DISTRICT

Soft trails, equestrian center, event space, theater, 
farmers markets, café

Site circulation, active recreation, biking, jogging, 
walking, equestrian center, fitness trails and loops 

Lawn spaces, site history, site walks and tours, 
building strategy 

Community agriculture, botanic gardens, site 
history, site walks and tours, building strategy

Marina and waterside access, programming 
opportunities at the coastline 
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NEXT STEPS
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NISSEQUOGUERIVER.PLAN@PARKS.NY.GOV

THANK YOU!


